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Poststructuralist critiques have demystified the substantive content of mainstream Western scientific practice, revealing the ideology 

of domination concealed behind the facade of “objectivity”. It has thus become increasingly apparent that physical “reality”, по less 

than social "reality", is at bottom a social and linguistic construct; that scientific "knowledge", far from being objective, reflects and 
encodes the dominant ideologies and power relations of the culture that produced it; that the truth claims of science are inherently theory- 
laden and self-referential; and consequently, that the discourse of the scientific community, for all its undeniable value, cannot assert 

a privileged epistemological status with respect to counter-hegemonic narratives emanating from dissident or marginalized communities. 
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